
TECH NOTES

wide, and the new “Tunnel 
Wide” deep snow model is 7 
inches wide. The newer 
UX-301 skis are 6 inches wide, 
but the outside mini keels 
turns in more. There also is 
the PX-301 
model that is 
6.75 inches wide 
and is a pre-
ferred snocross 
ski, for Pro rac-
ers like Mike 
Island. 

USI’s Tunnel 
Blade ski is 5 
inches wide and 
has strakes on 
the bottom for 
less friction. 
Strakes often are found on 
boats and are small steps that 
let snow fall off, making the 
skis faster and ideal for 
groomed trails. A stiffer ver-
sion of the Tunnel Blade series 
is the SS-Railer, which many 
consider the ideal trail model 
and Kevin says is up to 2 mph 
faster than other skis.

The latest, most advanced 
ski from USI is the X2 Triple 
Threat. This ski has an inner 
shape with strakes that make 
it fast on the trail. The ski also 
has a wider second level with 

mini keels that 
catch more snow 
once you go off the 
trail into deeper 
powder. The rear of 
the ski also has a 
shorter tapered tail 
that lightens the 
steering effort. 

In addition, the 
X2 has different 
plastic “Shark Fins” 
that can be inserted 
both front and back 

to tailor the ski response to 
conditions and the rider’s pre-
ferred feel. There are  50 differ-
ent combinations with this ski, 
so everyone should be able to 
come up with their own “cus-
tom” ski to fit their style and 
snow conditions.

USI offers short racing skis 
for oval, drag and asphalt rac-

ing. Kevin’s asphalt wheels are 
the favorite of many asphalt 
racers because of their stable 
feel and high mph limit.

All USI skis come with a 
solid aluminum saddle, and for 
good reason. Kevin has tried 
complete plastic skis, but they 
have not met his performance 
standards as the bushing holes 
wear out too fast and the skis 
flex too much under aggressive 
side load. 

Eliminating the aluminum 
saddle would cut costs, which 
is why OEMs make them that 
way, says Kevin. He adds that 
there is no coincidence that 
the present darting problems 
started at the same time as 
the factories went to full plas-
tic skis.

The solid saddle will pre-
vent darting by eliminating 
the side-flex that allows the 
runners to be “sucked” into 
grooves on the track surface.

“We will always have a solid 
aluminum saddle on our skis 
because we know the result is 
longer life and better perfor-
mance,” Kevin says. With 24 
years in the ski development 
business, he should know. 

Kevin saw the potential for 
improvement, and so steel skis 
went the way of the dodo. Like 
a true pioneer Kevin is not let-
ting up on development, he 
promised us that there are a 
number of new ski products 
ready to be released that will 
take us another step forward 
in ski performance. 

Olav Aaen is a long-time contributor to AmSnow.
As a mechanical engineer and president of Aaen 
Performance, Olav has been heavily involved with 
snowmobile performance since 1968. Aaen 
Performance is best known for pioneering perfor-
mance pipes and introducing the roller clutch to the 
sled market.
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Look for the next 
issue of 

American 
Snowmobiler at these 

fine dealerships.

Dealers in this ad have paid to 
participate in a co-op program with 
American Snowmobiler. This list
represents only a partial number of 
Polaris dealerships across 
North America.

Potter
Gruetts, Inc.
101 Main St. 
920-853-3516  
www.gruettsinc.com

Stratford
Bill's Service Center
801 N. Weber 
715-687-3128  
www.billsservicecenter.com

Waunakee
Carl F Statz & Sons, Inc.
6101 Hogan Rd. 
608-849-4101 888-867-8289  
www.carlfstatz.com

Iowa
Fairbank
Myers Polaris
304 E. Main  
319-635-2311  888-282-9992  
www.myerspolaris.com

MaIne
Abbot
Victory Motorsports
Route 15, PO Box 123 
207-876-3273 800-921-3273  
www.victorymotorsportsonline.com

MIchIgan
Almont
Greenia's Outdoor Power
3545 Van Dyke Rd. 
810-798-0010  
www.greenia.com
Muskegon
Babbitt's Sports Center
3712 Airline Rd. 
231-737-9241  
www.polarispartshouse.com

MInnesota
Detroit Lakes
Okeson Offtrail Sales
24360 County Rd. 113 
218-847-9304  
www.okeson.com
Forest Lake
Forest Lake Motor Sports, Inc.
I-35 & Hwy. 97 
(SE Frontage Rd.) 
651-464-3135  
www.forestlakemotorsports.com
Hill City
Hilltop Sports
333 Hwy. 200 E 
218-697-8188  
www.hilltopsport.com
Jackson
Jackson Sports, LLC
166 Industrial Parkway 
507-847-3977  800-299-8151  
www.jacksonsports.com
Kasota
Vetter Sales & Service, LLC
540 N. Rice St. 
507-934-4628  
www.vetterpolaris.com
Saint Cloud
Bristow's Kawasaki & Polaris
3653 32nd St. SE 
320-253-7878  800-256-7871  
www.bristowsinc.com

new MexIco
Albuquerque
Rose-Dale Motorsports
8994 4th Street NW 
505-897-1519  
www.rosedalemotorsports.com

new York
Brewster
Herman's Performance
2249 Route 22 
845-279-4544  
www.hermansperformance.com
Clifton Park

Menneto Power Sports Inc
1757 Route 9 

518-371-2087  
www.menneto.com
Gouverneur
Fun Unlimited
2068 State Highway 812 
315-287-4144  
www.fununlimitedpolaris.com
Old Forge
Don's Polaris, Inc.
276 Moose River Trail 
315-369-3255  
www.donspolaris.com
Phoenix

Ingles Performance, Inc.
413 Besaw Rd. 

315-598-7422  888-246-4537  
www.inglesperformance.com

Troy
Edelmann Sales
172 Edelman Ln. 
518-663-5573  
www.edelmannsales.com

oregon
John Day
Byron's John Day Polaris
821 W. Hwy. 26 
541-575-0828 

PennsYlvanIa
Altoona
Helsel Hardware
225 W. Plank Rd. 
814-944-0371  
www.helsels.com
Beach Lake

Bill Case Polaris
408 Welcome Lake Road 

570-729-7402  
www.billcase.com
Johnstown  
(Mundys Corner)
Martin Marine Sales, Inc.
763 Pike Rd. 
814-749-9931  
www.martinmarine.com

wIsconsIn
La Valle
Mittelstaedt Sports & Marine
S1472B Hwy. 33 North 
608-985-7118  
www.mittelstaedtsports.com
Monroe
Monroe Powersports
2820 County Hwy. DR 
608-325-5056  
www.mpspolaris.com

These listings also appear in the current issue of magazine. To find a newsstand near you, click here.
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To find a dealer’s location:

http://www.amsnow.com/sno/default.aspx?c=ss&id=50
http://www.amsnow.com/sno/default.aspx?c=ds&id=159
http://www.amsnow.com/sno/default.aspx?c=ds&id=159
http://www.mapquest.com

