
around 500 miles of trails to pounce 
on too. �e huge �at basin is sur-
rounded by the Sierra Nevada to the 
east, the Coast Ranges to the west, the 
Tehachapi Mountains to the south and 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to 
the north. 
     You will �nd Mt. Whitney here, the 
highest point in the continental U.S, 
and great backcountry riding. �ere�s 
also a lot of snowmobiling going on 
around the Lake Tahoe area. It has the 
most snowmobile services in the state 
and a great network of trails that will 
lead you to remote high elevations.

Other spots to check out include 
the Sierra Nevada Forest, Stanislaus 
National Forest, Kaiser Pass, Mono 
Hot Springs, the Spicer Reservoir area 
and the Mammoth Mountain area.

HELPFUL SITEs

CALIF. NEVADA SnOWMOBILE AssOcIATIOn: 
www.cnsa.net

CALIF. SnOWMOBILInG:  
www.totalescape.com/active/snow/snowmo.html

CALIF. TOURIsM: www.gocalif.ca.gov 

WAshInGTOn:
With 3,000+ miles of 
snowmobiling trails, 
Washington provides 
riders with deep snow and mountain 
peaks to lure you to the Northwest. 

A favorite place to go snowmobil-
ing is Lake Chelan (See AmSnow, Feb. 
2006, p.66) with its stellar mountain 
views and 200 miles of well-groomed 
trails. Take advantage of the area�s 
Sno-Parks, which are quite accommo-
dating for travelers.

�e Winter Recreation Program in 
Washington provides Sno-Parks, or 
cleared parking areas for vehicles in 
close proximity to groomed and back-
country trails. Antilon Lake Sno-Park 
will have you traveling 97 miles worth 
of trail where you may view Lake 
Chelan, Golf Peak, Hungry Mountain 
and Fox Peak. �e area also connects 
with trails into the Twisp River Valley. 
All snowmobiles must be registered in 
the state. �e fee is $30 and includes a 
Sno-Park vehicle parking permit. 

HELPFUL SITEs
WAsh. STATE SnOWMOBILE AssOcIATIOn: 
www.wssa.us
WAsh. STATE PARKs: www.parks.wa.gov/ 
winter/snowmobile.asp
WAsh. TOURIsM: www.experiencewashington.com

OREGOn:
You should make Or-

egon a priority sled desti-
nation because this state 
has mountains galore and 
plenty of natural beauty. 

�ere are 6,410 miles of groomed 
trails to wander and excellent views 
too. Folks here like to keep their fa-
vorite riding spots a secret, but there�s 
plenty of great all-around riding.

One spot you can�t miss for a day�s 
ride is Mt. Hood, the highest point in 
the state at 11,239 feet, which can be 
seen from many vantage points. Other 
areas to consider include the New-
berry National Volcanic Monument in 
central Oregon, Grant County, which 
has great groomed trails, (see AmSnow, 
Dec. 2004), the Ochoco Mountains, the 
Strawberry Range, the Wallowa Moun-
tains and the Blue Mountains.

HELPFUL SITEs

OREGOn STATE SnOWMOBILE AssOcIATIOn: 
www.oregonsnow.org

OREGOn DMV: www.oregon.gov/ODOT/DMV/
vehicle/tpsnow.shtml

TRAVEL OREGOn: www.traveloregon.com

USDA FOREsT SERVIcEs:  
www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma/snomobl.htm

ALAsKA:
If you want to ride in May 
then you need to visit 
Alaska. Only you won�t be 
riding a �snowmobile� be-
cause as Sarah Palin taught the world, 
only �snow machines� are ridden here. 

In the Anchorage region, explore 
the base of the Chugach Mountains, 
ride on the Eagle River or view the 
canyons, waterfalls and Eklutna Gla-
cier in the Eklutna Lake Valley. Other 
routes include the Bird Creek Trail, 
Ptarmigan Valley Trail and Peters 
Creek Valley Trail.

Located an hour north of Anchor-
age is the Mat-Su Valley, a popular 
spot with splendid multi-use trails. 
Options here include Hatcher�s Pass, 
Nancy Lake State Recreation Area/
Willow and Big Lake.

HELPFUL SITEs

ALAsKA STATE SnOWMOBILE AssOcIATIOn: 
www.aksnow.org

ALAsKA DIVIsIOn OF MOTOR VEhIcLEs: www.
state.ak.us/dmv/reg/snow.htm

ALAsKA TOURIsM: travelalaska.com

QUEBEc:
You�ll be tempted to 
never leave Quebec, once 
you�ve sampled Quebec�s 
20,000 spectacular miles 
of trails. �e birthplace and headquar-
ters of Ski-Doo, Quebec is a Ski-Doo-
er�s paradise!

Where to begin? Try LanaudiŁre, 
close to Montreal and to the U.S.�s 
northeastern states and bordered to 
the north by the Laurentian Moun-
tains. 1,400 miles of trail invite you to 
take a jaunt through the region, and 
with an average of six feet of snow 
there will be plenty to blast through 
these trails. You will likely be able to 
ride here from mid-November through 
March because of the cold tempera-
tures and heavy snowfall. LanaudiŁre 
includes part of Mont-Tremblant Park, 
the largest national park in Quebec, 
which can be seen via snowmobile. 
Popular spots to visit include St. 
Come, Auberge le Cabanon and St. 
Michel des Saintes.

We suggest you take a trip to Ski-
Doo�s Valcourt headquarters as well 
to learn how the �ski dog� became 
the �Ski-Doo.� �e Valcourt Museum 
features the inventive history of Ski-
Doo from Joseph-Armand Bombar-
dier, known to some as the father of 
snowmobiling. Valcourt also is great 
for vintage sled lovers, as you�ll �nd 
museums, exhibitions, and if you 
ride the trails, you might just catch a 
glimpse of a number of functioning 
antique Ski-Doos in the area. 

Read about our ride in the beauti-
ful Saguenay-Lac Saint Jean region. 
(See AmSnow�s Feb. 2008 issue, p. 52.)

On the western edge of Quebec, 
there are 2,186 miles of snowmobile 
highways waiting for you in Abitibi-
TØmiscamingue. Snowfall can reach 
up to 24 feet there. �is French-in�u-
enced area has plenty of lodging and 
restaurants. You may even be lucky 
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