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MAINE:

For 40 years Maine s
local snowmaobile clubs
have made it a mission to
wow visitors with their
extensive network of well
groomed trails. Last year 102,000
snowmobilers took advantage of more
than 13,500 miles of beautiful wide
trails packed with crisp white snow.

Last season AmSnow, explored a
portion of Aroostook County s 4,000
miles of trails in Northern Maine (See,
p.58). iscounty, with its Acadian
in uence, 0 ers many good starting
spots, such as Madawaska, atop the
state, and other sledvilles such as Ash-
land, Presque Isle, and Caribou.

If you re up for a real adventure,
loop through the hills and valleys of
Mt. Katahdin, Maine s highest point.
You can nd this great mountain in
Baxter State Park, which also features
an alpine forest and 46 mountain
peaks. Take a nice deep breath of the
pine tree freshness and rejuvenate!

e Moosehead Lake area, nestled
in low lying mountains, is another
great place with riding conditions for
all skill levels. Moosehead Lake is the
largest lake in Maine and provides
stops along the 160-mile Moosehead
Trail that wraps around the lake. s
trail connects with Maine s Intercon-
necting Trail System (ITS) too. It not
only hooks up with the rest of Maine,
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but also with areas in New Hampshire
and Canada, if you are up for a longer
ride. Greenville Junction is located in
the greater Moosehead region too and
provides places to load up or take a
load 0 for the night.

On the trails of the Rangeley Lakes
region, you can explore areas that are
only accessible by snowmobile. Tra-
verse the New England Snowmobile
Trail Network (NEST) and Black Fly
Loop, or try your hand at the Ronald
W. Sargent Trail System. Its part of
Maine s Interconnecting Trail System
(ITS 86,87 and 89), 0 ering more
than 130 miles of high-quality riding.

e system extends north to Jackman,
west to Eustis, east to Moosehead
Lake and south to Bingham.

Maine does not have a trail speed
limit, but authorities sometimes write
a summons for excessive speed and
driving to endanger, so be courteous
on the trails. Drinking and driving (or
riding) laws are strictly enforced and

ned.

Registration fees depend on resi-
dency. Residents pay $40, while non-
residents have three options: for $43
you get a 3-day consecutive registra-
tion, 10 consecutive days is $58 and a
full season is $88.

HELPFUL SITES

SNOWMOBILE MAINE: www.mesnow.com
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES
AND WILDLIFE: www.maine.gov/ifw

MAINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
www.mainetourism.com

RANGELEY LAKES SNOWMOBILE CLUB:
www.rangeleysnowmobile.com

MAINE SNOWMOBILING:
www.mainesnowmobiling.com

LODGING

COZY MOOSE CABINS PO Box 29, Greenville
207-695-0242 www.mooseheadcabins.com/
maine_snowmobiling.html

VERMONT:

A VAST open highway of

white awaits you and your

crew on secluded trails in

this winter wonderland. s

state s motto is freedom and unity

which is exactly what you Il nd here!
VAST, the Vermont Association

of Snow Travelers, maintains more

than 3,100 miles of wide, pristine,

well-marked trails along with several

thousand miles of secondary trails.

One place to start your adventure is at

Island Pond in the Northeast region

where trails go in every direction. In
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the Northeast Kingdom around Island
Pond, snowfall can run between 100-
250 inches per season. Orleans, Essex
and Caledonia counties 0 er various
snowmobiling related activities as
well, like poker rides and drag races.

Vermont s snowmobiling season
usually runs from mid-December to
early April. Vermont businesses cater
to the snowmobiler, with trails that
lead right to their doorstep and great
places to get hot meals along the trails.

We suggest you bring your camera
to capture some great scenery as well.
VAST s 138 community-based clubs
conduct events every weekend during
the winter, from pancake breakfasts
and chicken barbecues to spaghetti
dinners, charity rides, radar runs and
snocross races, so check em out!

You Il need a trail pass and a valid
state registration in Vermont, and you
can always take a guided tour if you
don t want to chance getting lost.

HELPFUL SITES
VT. ASSOCIATION OF SNOW TRAVELERS:
WWW.vtvast.org

VT. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
www.vtchamber.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE:

Do you feel the need to es-
cape from the same old same
old? en New Hampshire
0 ersagood change of pace!

e NHSA boasts 7,000+ miles of
groomed trails that it claims are the
best in the world. If you really want to
feel like you re getting away from it all,
this is a great place to start.

Pittsburg is considered a Mecca
for snowmobilers here, making it a
must see place for us at AmSnow. (See
AmSnow, Feb. 2009, p. 56). isarea
averages 180 inches of snow annually.

ousands of acres of undeveloped
woods with the longest distances be-
tween stops and the greatest elevation
changes in the state will make your
trip unforgettable.

Make sure to check out the local
snowmobilers favorite sight-seeing
spot, Diamond Ridge Overlook.

Goo the grid and take a snowmo-
bile ride through the 127 acres with a
scenic gorge and waterfalls in Dixville
Notch State Park.

Explore the large trail system in
the White Mountain region and try
out the Bike Path Trail in Franconia



Notch, an extremely scenic trail. In the
Great North Woods region, you Il nd
a perfect connecting point with trails
to Vermont, Maine, and Quebec.

e Dartmouth/Lake Sunapee re-
gionis N.H.s High Country and gets
a load of snow.

If you prefer at-country riding or
rolling hills, check out the Merrimack
Valley region and the Seacoast region
in the southern part of the state. Wild-
life and great views abound, so enjoy!
HELPFUL SITES

N.H. SNOWMOBILING ASSOCIATION:
www.nhsa.com

N.H. LIVING: www.nhliving.com/snowmobiling
VISIT N.H.: www.visitnh.gov

LODGING

THE BALSAMS GRAND RESORT HOTEL 1000

Cold Spring Road Dixville Notch 877-225-7567
www.thebalsams.com

NEW YORK:

Where else can you nd
the original AmSnow Ad-
irondack Shootout featur-
ing snowmobile-perfect
conditions and the fastest stock and
modi ed snowmobiles? Nowhere!
Twenty years ago the AmSnow Ad-
irondack Shootout began in Woodgate,
and last year it returned in a big way
with new categories and mind-bending
fast sleds (See AmSnow, Feb. 2009, p.
22). e tradition continues this year
and cruising this area is a must ride
for our friends in the empire state.
You can zoom through Oneida,
Madison, Herkimer and Otsego coun-
ties in the Central Leatherstocking
region, which itself is rather large,
so pick up local trail maps. Oneida is
the most popular area here, with 540
miles of groomed trails that connect
with the popular Tug Hill area and

span the state. You will nd forests,
mountains and gorges to play in.

Lake George, just south of the
Adirondacks, o ers an extensive trail
network that connects the towns of
Lake Luzerne, Queensbury, Glen Falls,
Brant Lake, Chestertown, Pottersville
and Warrensberg. To get a great view
of Lake George and the mountains, try
traveling the trail along the summit of
Prospect Mountain.

If you re looking for some big lake-
e ect snows and oodles of trails, 484
miles to be exact, visit Lewis County in
northeastern, N.Y. Again, the Tug Hill
area here is extremely popular and of-
fers terrain that expert riders can enjoy.
Other areas to try include the foothills
of Adirondack Park and the scenic Black
River Trail in Black River Valley.

With more than 500 miles of trails,
the Inlet/Old Forge area in upstate
N.Y. is sometimes called the snowmo-
bile capital of the East. (See AmSnow,
Nov. 2005, p. 118) e Old Forge trail
system is perfect for couples and fami-
lies seeking a leisurely weekend. Inlet
provides you miles of trails through
50,000 acres of wilderness.

For the biggest trail system in N.Y.,
take a trip to Hamilton County. Its
750 miles will have you rubbing your
thumb at the end of the day, but ask-
ing for more. Nature takes over here
with abundant wildlife, panoramic
views, frozen waterfalls and a popula-
tion of less than 3 people per square
mile. Awesome!
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Yes, you can get
here from there.
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